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Join us on: 

With the presidential primaries, there has been more talk by the media and the candidates 
about God, faith, and beliefs recently. Several of the candidates have declared their  
positions on issues as based on their religious values, and I hear an undertone of ñIf you 
elect me, this country will be run as God had intended it to be.ò While that sentiment is very 
appealing, that did not seem to be part of Jesusô intentions nor of the early church. Actually, 
the early church was on the margins as it chose to place its allegiance in God rather than 
Rome. While Rome was interested in wealth and power, Jesus and the early church knew 
their power was in their weakness and sought to meet the needs of others. They lived this 
by reaching out to those with whom Romans and the Jewish authorities would not  
associate to let them know they were loved and valued by God. They reached out to the 
ñinvisiblesò of their society. The questions for us as a congregation are: Who are the  
invisibles in Lancaster County in 2016? How are we reaching out to them? Are there any in 
our congregation?  
 

It has long been said that Sunday morning is the most segregated time of the week and yet, 
according to Paulôs writing, the early church was about inclusion. It was about realizing that 
ñWhat God has made clean, you must not call profane.ò The church was Godôs great social 
experiment to see if people with many differences could unite under a commitment to live 
faithfully to God, even if it went against the popular culture of the time. The early church did 
not reflect the values of the culture. It reflected Godôs values, but this is a loaded question 
as Christians interpret the Bible very differently. 
 

As your Senior Pastor, it is my goal to look for the ñinvisiblesò in our congregation and in our 
community. Within our congregation, the Worship Commission and I want our worship  
services to be accessible to all, so we need to hear from those who struggle to participate 
or understand what we are doing. We particularly want to connect with those who are  
unsure if they fit in here. During the season of Easter, we will be focusing on the early 
church through the Book of Acts and looking specifically at the role of grace, love, newness,  
holiness, table and flourishing within the Body of Christ. 
 
Blessings & peace - 

Pastor Kuhn  

April 

http://www.apostlesucc.org
http://www.pinterest.com/apostlesucclanc
http://instagram.com/apostlesucclanc
http://twitter.com/ApostlesUCCLanc
http://www.facebook.com/ChurchoftheApostlesLancaster
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4hLE8sf9_UuZgsh48PxREA
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February was a substantially better month financially for Church of the 
Apostles than January this year. We have contributions of $4,867.23 
more this month than the same month last year, a wonderfully positive 
trend. Unfortunately, our expenses have increased by $2,993.26 over 
last year. We find ourselves in a small deficit of $3,863.57. 
 
The actual numbers are: revenues of $79,054.73 for this year and 
$74,187.50 for last year. The expenses also trended up with $82,918.30 
for this year and $79,925.04 for last year. It is too early in the year to see 
any kind of trend developing, but because our pledged amounts for 2016 
increased, we should see a positive trend in our income for the year. 

Sundays at 9:15 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. 
 
Dial (717) 392-5718 to listen to the  
worship information. 
 
The sermon can be watched online at 
www.apostlesucc.org 

²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ {ŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ 

   ð Michelle Ayala, Administrative & Communications     
Coordinator 
 
By now, you might have heard some talk about an  
application called ñThe Cityò and how Church of the 
Apostles (COA) plans to use this new form of  
communication. So what is The City? The City is a  
private online community where church members can 
join groups, build relationships, and find new ways to 
connect and do ministry together. This application will 
give us a unified platform to share church news,  
announcements, group or direct messages, volunteer 
opportunities, needs, prayer requests, etc.  
 
Here are a few ways everyone at COA will use The City: 
¶ To keep accurate contact information: The most  
exciting feature of The City is its ability to sync with 
ACS, so you will be able to update your contact  
information on The City whenever something  
changes and COAôs records will be automatically be 
updated too. You will be able to look up other  
membersô phone numbers if they choose to share 
that information. 

¶ To manage events: All event details from the planning 
process to registration to follow-up can be managed 
in one place.  

¶ To manage a shared calendar: Members will be kept 
updated on whatôs going on with calendars to  

organize meetings, events, and other group activities. 
¶ To keep everyone in the loop: When you post  
something on The City, your message will get to the 
right individual or group the way they prefer to receive 
it ï via email or a mobile notification on their phone. 

¶ To serve each other: The City gives members a way 
to extend a helping hand to those in need. Do you 
need a ride to church? A meal delivered? Help  
moving? Members will be able to sign up to help meet 
each otherôs needs. 

¶ And much moreé 
 
We are in the process of completing the steps on our end 
that need to be finalized in order to officially launch The 
City. Within the next two weeks, you will be receiving an 
email invitation to become a member of The City. Please 
look out for this email, and remember to check your 
spam/junk mail folders too. The sign-up process is simple 
ï just use the link in the email to create an account with 
your contact information. We will then send you  
additional invitations to join any church groups or teams 
you are a member of. Once you sign up, feel free to 
browse The City to learn more about it. 
 
In order to help answer any questions, we will also set up 
a few demonstration sessions after services so that you 
can see how The City works. We will notify you of the 
dates once they are determined. 
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COA looks forward to implementing this great  
communication tool and using it to meet the needs of our 
members, newcomers, and the community.  
Communication is key in COAôs vision of ñSharing 
Christôs Love with All People.ò 
 

Thank you! 
Jesus said to Simon ñFeed my lambsétend my sheepé
feed my sheep.ò John 21:15-17 
 
The Outreach and Education Commissions want to thank 
all of the volunteers that helped feed 55 hungry and  
appreciative guests at Crispus Attucks on March 13th. 
Preparations began days before with seven volunteers of 
our kitchen ministry preparing a batch of ham and bean 
soup. During Sunday Schoolôs Mission Fest, the children 
and youth helped ice and decorate cookies. Later that 
day, volunteers warmed soup, made sandwiches, and 
organized supplies. Seventeen members, including seven 
youth, met at Crispus Attucks to set up and serve the 
meal. Socks and underwear that had been collected were 
offered to those present. Many of our guests had second 
and third helpings and the leftover soup, sandwiches, and 
cookies were served the following day at Crispus Attucks 
Caf®, its weekday lunch program. Two more volunteers 
were waiting at our church kitchen to help with clean up 
after a long day. Thank you to the many volunteers of 
varying ages that helped make this important ministry 
possible! 
 
Missionary Support 

You should notice an  
envelope in your box for  
missionary support. That  
special gift will be given to 
Global Ministries this month. 
  
The missionary that our 
church supported in the past 
is retiring. Outreach decided 

on a new missionary this yearðone who is working in 
Honduras. Honduras was a strong mission in the past for 
the Evangelical and Reformed Church, which included 
our two past churches: St. John's and St. Paul's. The 
Evangelical and Reformed Church in Honduras  

remains, having not merged into the UCC. This mission 
site is not too far from Andy Appel's mission. 
  
Maryjane and Donald Westra are members of a UCC 
church in Minnesota, but now serve the Evangelical and 
Reformed Church of Honduras. Their mission is to work 
with a vocational school (CEVER) which relates work to 
spiritual and moral development. The student ages range 
from 14 to 30. 
  
Don thought his background as a business owner,  
mechanical engineer, and farm kid would fit with a  
vocational school. Vocational schools are important in 
Honduras where unemployment is 40-50%. The fear is 
that the country's youth will be swallowed up by the 
gangs. Fear is prevalent and finding enough to eat in the 
arid areas is a full-time job with clean water also being 
hard to find in the country. CEVER's greatest challenge is 
funding. We can help with that. 
  
Don says that to be effective in mission, humility is almost 
a requirement. He quotes Micah 6:8. ñand what does the 
Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love  
kindness, and to walk humbly.ò 
 
Wishing Well 
Thank you for continuing to support TLC with your  
generous giving. We will continue collecting items for TLC 
until the end of April. Please consider donating by taking 
a paper from one of the two boards and purchasing that 
item. Place the items in the Wishing Well by the end of 
April.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
During the month of May we will be holding a pajama  
party in the Well!  We will be collecting children's pajamas 
to support Conner's Comfy PJs. This is a foundation  
begun by the Holland family in Lititz who lost their son, 
Conner, to cancer at the age of five. They collect comfy 
pajamas for children in oncology wards undergoing  
treatments for cancer. As always, thank you for your  
generous and consistent giving to support our many  
outreach ministries. If you have any questions about 
Wishing Well ministries, please see Jane McCartney.  

¢ƘŜ /ƛǘȅ /ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘΦΦΦ 
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Book Club 
The COA book club meets every  
second Tuesday of the month at 2 pm 
in the library. Please join us on  
Tuesday, April 12th to discuss Circling 
The Sun by Paula McLain. The book to 
be discussed on May 10th is The  
Martian by Andy Weir. We are happy to 
have new people join us! If you have 
any questions, please contact Clara 
Kosmela at (717) 569-9960. 
 

New Beginnings 
Following a dessert social at 1:00 pm on Thursday, April 
14 in the Fellowship Hall, New Beginnings will participate 
in an adult educational session of ñWhat in the World is 
This?ò (WITWIT). The session will feature lesser-known 
facts about the world we live in, presented in a multiple-
choice format with individual and table competitions.  
Come, join in the fun, and learn some things you may not 
have known before.  
 
Vacation Bible School 

June 19-23, 2016 in Rader Park 
 

A Vacation Bible School meeting will be held on Tuesday, 
April 19 at 7 pm in room 304. Everyone is welcome to join 
us as we plan for Vacation Bible School.  New ideas are 
always welcome! 
 
Recital at COA 
Davis Flute Studio will present its first ever chamber  
recital on Sunday, April 3rd at 1:00 pm in the Church of 
the Apostles sanctuary. Students will be featured in  
quartets, and a studio flute choir will end the recital. The 
performance is open to the public.  
 
 
 

Celebrating Earth Day 
On Sunday, April 17, we will  
celebrate Earth Day in worship as we 
continue to be good stewards of 
Godôs wonderful gift. Rev. Giffen will 
be preaching this day based on her 
understandings and experience with 
the indigenous people in Minnesota 
at All Nations Indian Church United 
Church of Christ.  
 
As we celebrate the earth we have been given, you may 
wish to explore our own Rader Park. Personal tours of 
the grounds may be scheduled through Gary Brown. The 
Outreach Commission also has tentatively scheduled a 
clean-up day for Good Drive on Saturday, April 16.  
 
Please be conscious of your impact on the earth and 
promise to practice ñleave no trace.ò 
 
New Moms Support 
Volunteers are needed to take meals to Melissa and 
Dustin Koehler. Their new baby boy, Maxwell, was born 
on March 14th. Please contact Donna Carr at  
(717) 475-5285 or at her home phone (717) 397-6305 if 
you are able to help. Thank you! 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This month, we recognize Larry 
Rongione. Larry is the smiling 
gentleman who opens the door 
and greets you as you enter the 
Narthex on Sunday morning. 
He also makes the coffee so it 
is ready in time for the  
Hospitality table. After this, he 
cleans up the crumbs on the 
floor and cleans up the coffee 
pots. He keeps Parish Life  
informed on the supply of  
coffee available. Thank you, 

Larry, for your smile and positive attitude as well as the 
ñextrasò you do.  
 
 

tŀǊƛǎƘ [ƛŦŜ 
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For everyone who brought us a meal: 
Thank you so much for your support after Andrew was 
born. The meals were so helpful and delicious! We are so 
grateful to have been welcomed into your community with 
open arms and warm hearts. 
Ashley, Erik, and Andrew Laymon 

 
Stanley and I really appreciate the charming visit by Mr. 
Andrew Appel. He presented a yellow rose to Stanley to 
celebrate Stanôs 92nd birthday. We are also thankful to the 
Church of the Apostles for all the wonderful deeds they 
do. 
Blessings to all, 
Stan and Irene Buch 
 
We thank you members for the beautiful flowers that 
Andy Appel delivered to our home and to Pastor Kathy for 
her visits. 
Paul and Alice Rye 
 
Thank you to all of the church members who brought me 
altar flowers during my stays in the hospital and at Home-
stead Village. Your thoughtfulness was very much appre-
ciated. I hope to be back in church in the very near future.  
Sandy Hess 
 
 

Many thanks for your concern and the prayers and for the 
beautiful flowers sent to me. 
Love, 
Helen Ott 
 
To the many loving COA members, 
Our extended thanks for your symbol of love as again 
demonstrated in your recent gift of most gorgeous  
flowers. Such beauty is very rare in our local scene! 
Jane & Bill Higgs 
 
Your thoughtfulness is appreciated! Thank you for the 
beautiful flowers. 
Rosemary Humphreville 
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Did You Know? 
 

Weekly Announcements 
 
 
Have you ever been unable to attend worship on a 
Sunday, but would still like to be kept updated on 
what is happening at Church of the Apostles? The 
COA website features an ñAnnouncementsò link on 
our homepage that will direct you to the weekly  
announcements shared in services on Sundays.  
Simply click on the date of your choice and you will 
be able to see upcoming events, meetings,  
announcements, and more. Visiting this page is a 
great way to stay in the loop about current events at 
COA.  
 
 
Visit our website at:  www.apostlesucc.org 

http://www.apostlesucc.org

