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The Season of Lent begins this year on Wednes-
day, February 22 with our Ash Wednesday service 
at 7 PM in the sanctuary. With Lent, I want to chal-
lenge us to be more purposeful and aware of our 
discipleship by taking on three spiritual disciplines. 
They are: 

• Attend worship each week to be part of the 
community and intentionally meet others you 
don’t know yet. Using Jonathan’s words, “Be 
the church. Come to church.” 

 
• Increase your giving of time and money to 

show yourself that you can make God’s work a 
priority in your life. Practicing good stewardship 
of our resources is an act of ministry. 

 
• Do an act of justice or mercy each week with 

the confidence that opportunities will present 
themselves. This may be as simple as giving a 
larger tip to the one who serves your table or 
cuts your hair. It may be an act of forgiveness 
for one who needs to hear it. 

During our worship series for this season, we will focus on the spiritual                                               
discipline of “letting go.” We will explore letting go of our selfishness, our                                              
need for power, our cultural norms that limit us, our perceptions which keep                                           
us from seeing others with love and grace, our expectations which lead to                                                       
disappointments, and our desire to control our lives and that which is in it.                                                      
The thought of “letting go” can be a scary premise until we remember that                                            
we trust in the one who loves us more than we understand. This is to whom                                                 
we are “letting go.” Our “letting go” allows Christ to move within us and 
speak  to us in ways that lead to more joy-filled living.  

May we trust God enough to be willing to let go. Or at least, be willing to                                              
be willing to let go! 

Blessings & Peace,  

Pastor Kathryn Kuhn  
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A Message from the Executive Committee 

As we move toward spring, these next few weeks and months are going to be very important in the life of 
Church of the Apostles. After Easter, we will engage in the Jeremiah Project, a product of Agile Church. 
The goal of the project is renewal through vision, achieved by members joining together in prayer and 
discussion to discern God’s plan for COA. 

The success of the Jeremiah Project is dependent on an extremely high level of congregational participa-
tion, as the discussion from these meetings will serve as a guiding force for determining our future. Small 
groups will meet with facilitators at mutually convenient times and locations.  

I am asking you to prayerfully consider if you possess the gifts to serve as a facilitator. Lead facilitators 
are:  

• Someone you would call for personal prayer. 

• Someone who is a spiritual leader of the church. 

• Capable of being honest and vulnerable. 

• Skilled facilitators or teachers. 

Supporting facilitators have complimentary gifts of being:  

• Gifted with hospitality and organization. 

• Great note-takers. 

• Able to lead communication for team members. 

• Able to facilitate in the absence of the lead facilitator. 

Group diversity is important, so spouses should not facilitate within the same group. Facilitators will be 
trained on April 2

nd
 after the 10:00 service. They will be fully supported by Agile church as we move 

through the project. Please call the office if you would be willing to serve in this way.  

Sincerely,  

Johanna Baker (Council Secretary and Implementation Team) 
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Church Happenings and News 

Chair & Light Body Stretching & Exercises 

Join our friends at Salem UCC for a free exercise program being held from 6:30-7:15PM on February 
20

th
. Meet in the Fellowship Hall of Salem UCC, bring a positive attitude and have some fun with no 

equipment. Donations will be accepted for this free-to-you program.  

Hospitality Table Volunteers Needed 

Do you enjoy seeing people gather in the lobby on Sunday mornings for conversation? Would you like to 
help encourage this? The Implementation Team is looking for people to host the Fellowship Table on 
Sunday mornings.  

All you need to do is purchase some salty and sweet snacks, arrange them on the table by the steps in 
the lobby, and put them away before you leave for the day. There are even pre-packaged snacks in the 
kitchen for your use if you prefer. If you are interested in hosting the Hospitality Table this year, please 
click the ‘Serving” tab on Realm or the Realm Connect App, scroll to opportunities, pick ‘Hospitality Table 
Host’, leave a comment with which Sunday you would like to host, and submit your interest. If you are not 
yet on Realm or are having trouble submitting your interest, please email office@apostlesucc.org. 

Exterior Door Re-Keying  

All exterior doors have been re-keyed to abide by our key policy approved by Council in October. For the 
safety of our children and staff, we want to know who has access to the building when the office is closed. 
If you wish to have a key, please request a key application from the office at office@apostlesucc.org or by 
calling 717-392-5718. All old keys can be dropped off at the office for recycling. If you wish to read the key 
policy, this is also available through the office volunteer.   

Usher Meeting 

On Sunday February 19th, at 10:00 AM in the parlor there will be a 
meeting for our usher volunteers. All current ushers are asked to 

attend and anyone who is interested in becoming an usher is 
cordially invited to attend. This is a meaningful way to serve 

the church and we hope you will prayerfully consider being a 
member of the usher team. We hope to see you there! 

A Slice of Psalms 
 

A well-known and much-loved book of the Bible, Psalms, 
offers (more or less) 150 songs of praise, thanksgiving, 
trust, and challenge. Here we find beautiful expressions 
of deep emotions we all experience. The sentiment of the 
songs is sometimes familiar, and sometimes strange. 
Join us for three weeks in February as we explore a slice 
of this feast from the ancient world, still resonating with us 
today! Coming on Tuesdays February 7

th
, 14

th
, and 21

st
, 

2023. Join us at the Church of the Apostles/Homestead 
Village Bible Study, meeting 10:30-11:30AM in Burkholder 

Chapel and/or 7:00-8:00PM on Zoom. If you plan to join us 
please consider notifying the church office: of-

fice@apostlesucc.org. Facilitated by Mark Achtermann and Les 
Helmeczi. 

mailto:office@apostlesucc.org
mailto:office@apostlesucc.org
mailto:office@apostlesucc.org
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Parish Life Book 
Club 

Book Club meets in the 
Narthex on the 2nd Tues-
day of each month at 2:00 
pm! Please consider join-
ing us whether you have 
read the book or not. Be-
low are our upcoming 
books and days. Any 
questions? Contact Clara 
Kosmela at (717) 569 - 
9960.  

 

• February 14, 2023: 
Tobacco Wives by Ad-
ele Myers 

 

• March 13, 2023: 
School for German 
Brides by Aimie 
Runyan 

 

• April 11, 2023: Death 
at LA Fenice by Donna  
Leon 

 

Upper Room  
Daily Devotionals 

Looking to grow your spir-
itual practices with daily 
prayer, scripture, and re-
flection? The Upper Room 
is a great resource provid-
ed by the church to aid 
you in knowing and experi-
encing God more fully. 
Pick up a copy any Sun-
day at the Welcome Cen-
ter or call the church office 
if you need a copy mailed 
to you. The devotionals 
are free with donations 
being welcome.  

Church Happenings and News Continued 

Lent Book Study 

Come & join us for a 6-week Book Study starting 
on Sunday, February 26

th
 at 10 AM in the Parlor. 

We will be reading Witness at the Cross by Amy-
Jill Levine as we experience Holy Friday from the 
perspective of those who watched Jesus die. If you 
are unable to attend the in-person sessions on 
Sunday mornings, we will also be offering a 7 PM 
session on Wednesdays starting March 1

st
 on 

Zoom. To reserve a copy of the book please con-
tact Barbara Achtermann at                           
bachtermann@comcast.net or to register go to 
shorturl.at/ajvK6 

mailto:bachtermann@comcast.net
shorturl.at/ajvK6
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ACP kicked off the year learning all about nursery rhymes.  Mother Goose was on the loose at ACP! We 
had a Nursery Rhyme Olympic Games in the gym and even dressed as our favorite nursery rhyme char-
acters.  

Apostles Community Preschool also ex-
plored Iceland, the Land of Fire and Ice, dur-
ing the month of January. Children used 
their imaginations to fly across the ocean to 
learn all about Iceland, from its active volca-
noes and geysers, to interesting animals like 
puffins and foxes, and its Viking history. We 
had lots of cold weather fun!  

The Preschool had a very successful Open 
House for the upcoming 2023-2024 school 
year. We currently have a limited number of 
openings available. If you or anyone you 
know is looking for a loving, caring, high-
quality educational preschool experience for 
your child, registration is still open and we 
would be honored to be your child’s first 
school experience. Please contact Jeannie 
Clausen, jclausen.acp@gmail.com, for more 
information regarding registration. 

mailto:jclausen.acp@gmail.com
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“Agape is something of the understanding, creative, redemptive goodwill for all men. It is a love that 
seeks nothing in return. It is an overflowing love; it’s what theologians would call the love of God working 
in the lives of men. And when you rise to love on this level, you begin to love men, not because they are 

likeable, but because God loves them.” Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

 

We don’t really celebrate Valentine’s Day in church, or do we? This holiday originated as a feast day 
celebrating Saint Valentine and acts by martyrs in the early Christian church. Our more contemporary 
approach to celebrating this holiday came about in the 14th and 15th centuries, where people in some 
countries shifted the focus in this celebration to romantic love, as an ideal of courtly love flourished in 
Europe. Our more modern traditions for this holiday stem largely from this influence.  

 
The Ancient Greeks had seven words for love, each with a different meaning. In the quote above, Dr. 
King uses one of these Greek terms; agape is considered to be a type of love that shows a love for God 
and strangers, or love that is exemplified through charitable acts. When considering a meaning of love 
through this lens, I think of how much we are encouraged to do this through our faith already. It’s as if 
daily we are called to celebrate this type of love in our lives! I often pray for the ability to love in a way 
that Dr. King describes in his quote - selflessly and loving others as God first loved us. This is important 
because there are times we are all unlikeable, but God still loves us. We are encouraged to love in this 
way in many of the hymns we sing, prayers that we use in worship, and scriptures that we read. This 
type self-sacrificing love that is called for in the Greek word agape connects more closely to the essence 
and spirit of the original celebration of Valentine’s 
Day as compared with a more modern celebration 
that focuses on chocolate, flowers, and romantic 
love. What are some new ways you can demon-
strate agape with family, coworkers, and friends 
this February? How can understanding agape en-
rich our celebration of Valentine’s Day and give us 
a new perspective in faith?  

 
The Apostles Academy is hosting a concert fea-
turing the Temple Avenue Jazz Band on February 
26th at 3pm in the sanctuary. This talented en-
semble met while in school at Temple University 
and still performs regularly throughout southeast-
ern and central PA. I hope that you are able to at-
tend and experience this wonderful band! 

 
Agape, 

Lars 



 

 7 

Community Outreach 

February Special Offering  

There is a Special Offering envelope for February 12th to give monetary support to the Apostles Assis-
tance Fund. The Apostles Assistance Fund helps those in need of emergency funds for various reasons 
and it also provides home care and personal care items to those in need. Rev. Kuhn gets many re-
quests for financial help, gas cards, and grocery cards. We have a food “bank” at COA which supports 
people with food needs. We also have a collection of supplies to fill other needs such as personal and 
home care requests. Please consider donating generously to this fund. You can donate a physical 
check with Apostles Assistance Fund written on the memo line or you can donate on-line throughout the 
year. Thank you for your support!  

Apostles Caring Cart 

We are collecting donations of personal and home care supplies for the Apostles Assistance Fund in the 
LARGE Caring Cart in the Narthex. There is a poster on the Outreach bulletin board with sticky notes for 
you to take and donate the item written on the note. We will collect through February and March. If you 
would like to donate food,  that can be placed on the grey cart or in the SMALL Caring Cart in the cloak 
room. Thank you for all that you so generously donate to our Outreach ministries! Thank you for sharing 
God’s love with all People!  

Bilombele & Generina Families Update 

Many thanks for your generous donations to the Refugee Christmas Fund in December. The Welcome 
Team was able to purchase coats, hats, gloves, and warm clothes for all eight of our friends. We still 
are planning to get snow boots. The families were most appreciative of these items and asked me to 
thank all of you for your kindness!  

Samaritan Center of Lancaster 

In case you didn’t know, we are a partner church with the Samaritan Center of Lancaster. As a partner 
church, our leadership can attend workshops on congregational leadership and our membership has 
access to vouchers to pay for therapy sessions. If you have need for a voucher, please speak with Pas-
tor Kuhn directly. 
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Have an Articles for the Crown? 
 

Please send articles for the March 
edition of the Crown by  

Wednesday, February 15th to  
office@apostlesucc.org.   

 
Please be aware that articles MUST be 

submitted by the 16th and be less than 200 
words . All articles must include a Who, 

What, Where, When, Why and How. If you 
have any questions please direct them to 

the Administrative &  
Communications Coordinator,  

Paityn Nissly.  

* 90+  Birthdays  

2/1 Jere Baker 

2/1 Nils Stenman 

2/1 Bob Delaney * 

2/3 Brody Moore 

2/4 Kelley Brown 

2/4 Nick Bravo 

2/4 Jill Craven 

2/5 Larry Frable 

2/6 Marianne Deaner 

2/6 Susan Stirling 

2/6 Mason Koehler 

2/8 Glenn Ebersole 

2/9 Joy Angevine * 

2/9 Lisa Ann Sweigart 

2/13 Cole Kendig 

2/13 Dorothy Freeman 

2/14 Mary Ellen Bachman * 

2/14 Miles Clausen 

2/15 Emerson Brown 

1/16 Joe Bahling 

2/16 Nora Bravo 

2/18 Michele Wherley 

2/20 Kristine Martin 

2/20 Paityn Nissly (Staff) 

2/23 Deb Aukamp 

2/24 Shirley Miller 

2/27 Rasma Pakalnins * 

No Anniversaries this Month 

mailto:office@apostlesucc.org
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February 5th 
In Loving Memory of Erin McCart-

ney Nusbaum, and Son-In-Law,  

Max Nusbaum 

By Jane & Steve McCartney 

 

February 12th 
In Loving Memory of Charlie Klinger 

By His Wife 

 

February 19th 
In Loving Memory of Clayton K. 

Stehman 

By Tom & Linda Lewis 

Flowers are an integral part of our worship 
service. Not only providing a physical 
symbol of beauty during our worship, but 
allows us to honor and remember the cloud 
of witnesses who have enriched our lives. 
The cost of our flowers and bulletins 
averages about $110 a week. Our 
suggested contribution for sponsoring 
flowers and bulletins is $35; however, any 
amount is welcomed and appreciated. 
 
If you would like to sponsor flowers, fill out 
the form below and place it in the offering 
plate or send it into the office. Please 
include your sponsorship donation with this 
form or check the box below if making your 
donation online through Realm.  
 
Thank you for your support in this 
important ministry,  
 
Worship Commission 
 
I would like to sponsor flowers on the  
following date:  
__________________________________ 
 
“In honor of” or “In memory of”  
__________________________________ 

__________________________________ 

__________________________________ 

Your name  
__________________________________ 
 
Phone number  
__________________________________ 

 
Check here if  sponsorship donation 
has been made online. 

 
Please place this form in the church  

office or an offering plate. 
If you have any questions please 

contact:  
 

Jean Heidig - (717) 394-8733 
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President: Lou Gaudioso 
Ph: 717-371-4402  
Email: ajgaud@comcast.net 
 
Vice President: Karen Braun  
Ph: 717-471-5987 
Email: karenbraun87@gmail.com 
 
Secretary: Johanna Baker 
Ph: 717-799-0001 
Email: Johanna.baker@yahoo.com 
 
Treasurer: Cathy Kenlin 
Ph: 717-940-0364    
Email: cmkenlin@comcast.net 
 
Education Commission 
(Meets the 2nd Monday of the month at 6:30 pm in 
room 304) 
Chair: Judy Waltman 
Ph:  717-285-7395  
Email: jlwaltman@comcast.net 
 
Worship Commission 
(Meets the 1st Monday of the month at 6:30 pm in 
the Choir Room) 
Chair: Bernie Fickes 
Ph:  717-925-9155  
Email: berenicefickes4@gmail.com   

Parish Life Commission 
(Meets the 2nd Monday of the month at 7 pm at 
1866 Villa Court) 
Chair: Clara Kosmela 
Co-Chair: Louise Zabel 
Ph: 717-468-3492 /  717-984-6604 
Email: joli6291@yahoo.com / ldvilla@comcast.net 
 
Property Commission 
(Meets the 2nd Monday of the month at 7 pm in 
room 305) 
Temp. Chair:  Chuck Erisman 
Ph: 717-569-6510 
Email: caerisman@comcast.net 
 
Stewardship Commission 
(Meets the 2nd Thursday of the month at 7 pm in 
room 304) 
Chair: George Alspach 
Ph: 717-201-2526 
Email: galspach@aol.com 
 
Outreach Commission 
(Meets 2

nd
 Monday at 7 pm every other month in 

the Parlor) 
Chair: Jane McCartney 
Ph: 717-392-4844    

Email: spmccartney@comcast.net 

COUNCIL MEMBERS AND COMMISSION CHAIRS 

Thank you for your continuing generosity to God’s ministries. Your ongoing, regular contributions allow us 

to live out the mission and calling gifted to us by God. Through you, lives are being touched, grace is being 

offered, healing is being nurtured, and the transformative reign of God is being shared. 

 December 2022 December  2021 

YTD Revenue $754,532.89 $711,997.58 

YTD Operating Expenses $709,873.71 $711.997.58 

Net YTD Operating Income $44,659.18 $0.00 

Giving Report 

Financial Report 

mailto:skeetcarr@comcast.net
mailto:berenicefickes4@gmail.com
mailto:joli6291@yahoo.com
mailto:galspach@aol.com
mailto:spmccartney@comcast.net
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Church of the Apostles Prayer Chain 

If you have a need or concern for yourself or others, please call or email any person on the Prayer Chain and your 

request will be sent through all the links of the chain and the power of prayer will be a blessing to you and yours. 

Steve/Monica Daniels      (717) 299-6007 or monicadaniels54@gmail.com    
Lynn Steedle           (717) 390-4152 or ccsteedle@gmail.com 
Bev Keller                (717) 898-2146 or bek0914@aol.com 
Nancy Steger               (717) 617-2635 or nancyasteger@gmail.com 
Jean Heidig           (717) 394-8733 or jean.heidig@gmail.com 
Donna Carr                (717) 397-6305 or skeetcarr@comcast.net 
 
Mary Ellen Bachman    (717) 393-8922   
Susan Shaak                  (717) 872-2987 
Doug Nutt               (717) 753-8569 
Cindy Williams         (717) 572-3808 

Answers to I Love You Around the World: 1J, 2C, 3F, 4G, 5A, 6E, 7L, 8B, 9I, 10M, 11D, 12K, 13H  

Things to do this February in Lancaster, PA 

 Book your tickets to see one (or two) great shows this month, The Play that Goes Wrong will be tak-

ing stage at the Fulton Theatre, and Murder on the Orient Express is showing at the Dutch Apple Din-

ner Theatre. 

 Head to Lititz from February 17th to March 26th for the Lititz Fire & Ice Festival. Tickets Required.  

 Celebrate Black History Month with an exhibit from local artists called Of Light And Legacy located at 

the Ware Center in Lancaster and on display till February 28th.  

 And don’t forget, February 21st is Fasnacht Day! Visit one of your local bakeries to get yours! 
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Connect With 
Us!  

 

 

Need Spiritual 
Inspiration?  

Visit us at 
www.apostlesucc.org/
faith-and-inspiration 
for our service bulle-
tins, sounds for the 

soul and more!  

Church of the Apostles Staff Directory 

 

Non-Profit 

Organization 

U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 

Permit No. 1065 

Lancaster, PA 

Church of the Apostles,  UCC 

1850 Marietta Avenue 

Lancaster, PA 17603-2398 

Phone:  717-392-5718 

Email:  office@apostlesucc.org 

www.apostlesucc.org 

Office 
 

Finance Administrator 
April Fisher ext. 8207 

finance@apostlesucc.org 
 

Administrative & Communications 
Coordinator 

Paityn Nissly ext. 8200 
office@apostlesucc.org 

 
Operations 

 
Property Manager 

Eric MacLaren ext. 8214 
ericm@apostlesucc.org 

 
Sexton 

Larry Rongione 
 

Technology Specialist  
Jaben Jury 

Pastors and Leadership 
 

Senior Pastor  
The Rev Kathryn L. Kuhn ext. 8201 

kathrynk@apostlesucc.org 
 

Designated Associate Pastor 
Jonathan Paredes ext. 8202 
jonathanp@apostlesucc.org 

 
Music 

 
Director of Music Ministry & Interim Bell 

Choir Director 
Lars Potteiger ext. 8203 
larsp@apostlesucc.org 

 
Director of Adult Choirs & Instrumental 

Music 
Nathan Sheffer 

 
Children’s Choir Director 

Breanne Cornielle 

http://www.apostlesucc.org/faith-and-inspiration
http://www.apostlesucc.org/faith-and-inspiration
http://www.facebook.com/ChurchoftheApostlesLancaster
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4hLE8sf9_UuZgsh48PxREA

