Church of the Apostles Staff Directory

Pastors and Leadership

Senior Pastor
The Rev Kathryn L. Kuhn ext. 8201
kathrynk@apostlesucc.org

Associate Pastor
The Rev. Joseph Motz ext. 8202
josephm@apostlesucc.org

Youth Leader
Johnathan Paredes

Music

Director of Music Ministry & Interim Bell
Choir Director
Lars Potteiger ext. 8203
larsp@apostlesucc.org

Director of Adult Choirs & Instrumental
Music
Nathan Sheffer

Children’s Choir Director
Breanne Zipko
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Office

Communications and Administrative

Coordinator

Schuyler Nissly ext. 8200

office@apostlesucc.org

Finance Administrator
April Fisher ext. 8207

finance@apostlesucc.org

Operations

Property Manager
Eric MacLaren ext. 8214
ericm@apostlesucc.org

Sexton
Larry Rongione

Technology Specialist
Johnathan Shaub
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Connect With
Us!

Need Spiritual
Inspiration?

Visit us at

for weekly devotion-
als, sounds for the
soul and more!
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A Publication of Church of the Apostles, A United Church of Christ Congregation

From The Associate Pastor

“I have no silver or gold, but what | have | give you; in the name of Jesus
Christ of Nazareth, stand up and walk.” —-Acts 3:6

What do we have to offer into this world? What do we have to offer as in-
dividuals and what do we have to offer as a church? For the early church
the answer was clear and straightforward. They had no church buildings,
they had no music programs, they had no endowments, and they had
very few people. But what they had was worth far more than any of these
things. What they had was a deep abiding relationship with Christ that
was transforming their lives each and every day. What they had was a
desire to share this gift with others so that more people could come to ex-
perience the joy and life they knew in Christ. And in their sharing of this
one gift, lives were healed and the world was transformed.

Without question, this gift still lives at the center of God’s church. It is still
the light and the life needed within this world. And though held by the
church and needed by the world, the church often times struggles to al-
low this light of God’s hope to shine out into the world. But in the places
where it does, in the instances where the church leads with this core gift
of God’s abiding presence, there is excitement, and healing, and vitality,
and life birthed of God’s Spirit.

If this last paragraph stirred your heart in some way, then | invite you to
participate in a congregational-wide discussion that will be starting this
July. Seeking to inspire the soul, while confronting cultural realities, we
will be focusing on the calling God has placed upon this congregation and
what it means to live as Christ’s disciples in today’s world.

Utilizing Anthony B. Robinson’s book, Transforming Congregational Cul-
ture, we’ll discuss the cultural changes that have challenged Christianity
in the United States and how the church’s core mission is even more criti-
cal and transformative than fifty years ago.

Details will be finalized in early June and will include multiple sessions
each week for a total of 4-6 weeks. We are sharing this information now,
so that you purchase a book (used copies are available for $5-$10) and
so that you can begin to ask the question — What do we have to offer into
this world?

Sincerely In Christ,
Rev. Joseph A. Motz
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http://www.apostlesucc.org/faith-and-inspiration
http://www.apostlesucc.org/faith-and-inspiration
http://www.facebook.com/ChurchoftheApostlesLancaster
http://instagram.com/apostlesucclanc
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4hLE8sf9_UuZgsh48PxREA

A Message from the Council President: Change Church of the Apostles Prayer Chain

One thing | love about this time of year is the CHANGE that is evident in the world around us. The
plants are blossoming, the trees are filling with leaves, and out on my back patio...a momma robin is
feeding three baby birds that a week ago were just eggs nestled under her feathered breast. It's new

If you have a need or concern for yourself or others, please call or email any person on the Prayer Chain and your request
will be sent through all the links of the chain and the power of prayer will be a blessing to you and yours.

life all around. Link 1:
Steve/Monica Daniels  (717) 299-6007 or monicadaniels54@gmail.com
Lynn Steedle (717) 390-4152 or ccsteedle@gmail.com

“To live is to change, to mature, and to mature is to go on creating oneself endlessly” - Henri Bergson.

Link 2:
Mary Ellen Bachman (717) 393-8922
Spirituality is about change as well; Why? Because spirituality is about life, and life is always changing. Susan Shaak (717) 872-2987
To resist change is to resist life, and this involves God. When we resist change we are resisting God. Doug Nutt (717) 283-2937
When we understand that God is alive within each of us, then resisting change is self-defeating. Oppor- .
tunity, growth, and peace are all associated with change. Then, to resist change is to say NO to the k:]"nket?;é Rohloff (717) 394-0424 or rexthomas@comcast.net
plans that God has in place for us. Bev Keller (717) 898-2146 or bek0914@aol.com
Cindy Williams (717) 572-3808 or chjbwiIIiams@gmaiI..com
There have been many times in my life when | had to change, and did | like it? No, not at all most Nancy Steger (717) 617-2635 or nancyasteger@gmail.com
times. But, when reflecting back on the change and what it brought about in my life, | can see the hand Link 4:
of God. | think that we as a church body are also resistant to change. We struggle and fight it and be- Jean Heidig (717) 394-8733 or geojean6@gmail.com
moan the fact that “that's not how we do it.” But this pandemic has brought about multiple areas of Donna Carr (717) 397-6305 or skeetcarr@comcast.net
change in all aspects of our lives. The church is not immune to this change. Can we just listen for the
direction that God is pointing us in and not fight it so much? Please join in the new life coming back into
the life of COA and lean into the change!!!! Join in the dance of life with God and invite others to join in
as well ;) :) To everything, turn, turn, turn, here is a season, turn, turn, turn and a time to every purpose . .
under heaven. Upcoming Special Events
Blessings, COA Events Community Events
Donna Carr . Sunday June 12, from 3 pm - 5 pm, Maria . Sunday June 12, from 10 am - 2 pm,
Corely Piano Concert Lighthouse Vocational Services Pork
. Saturday June 26, at 7 pm, “The Nanny at BBQ Drive-Thru & Flower and Quilt
the Manor House” Performance Sale. For more information visit
STAY . Sunday June 27, at 12:30 pm, Life Group lighhousevoc.org.
Learning Picnic . Saturday July 17, from 8 am - 3 pm,
CONNECTED! . Wed. June 30, July 7, 14, 21, 28 and August Mother Mary of The Church Christmas
4, from 10 am - 11:30 am, Wacky Wednes- (Mt.Joy) in July Bazaar. For more infor-
Online and Phone Worship Services are days! mation please visit marymother-
Continuing as we resume in person worship Qarish.org.
Our worship services will continue to be available
& June 6: Pastor Kuhn online via our Website, Eoutul_pe, ljc))rl::aceboocl; as we e 2021 General SYNOD: Rooted Love
resume in-person worship. For bulletins and more QU o . . . . ,
@ June 13. Pastor Motz information visit www.apostlesucc.com/sermons. W "' 7! ;Ii-rr];ee 232;"6’:;2:30;}:1:3Saym1e1et1lr]89’ I_\Ec;gbigt:;%'gnv':;earilg {r?r'\;r;? fl;’rs]t
: 'V 475 2021 GenerAL SYNOD —_— . . oo . » 0
‘%% June 20: Pastor Kuhn Worship services can also be accessed toll free via ‘Y/’RO—O-TE—D cluding a free option to sign up only for worship. The three services
& the Worship by Phone Line at 888-440-0106 ALN LOVE W'"éaknedzlacf:| 11, at5 pm. EDT
June 27: Pastor Kuhn . unday, July 11, .m.
Want to Receive the Crown Digitally? QQ—/ e Wednesday, July 14, at 8 p.m. EDT
e Sunday, July 18, at 6 p.m. EDT
If you would like to update your preferences on how
you are receiving the crown whether that be digital- Informa'tion on the three featured preachers is here. For more information on this event please visit
ly, print, or both, please contact us at yce.org:

office@apostlesucc.org



https://apostlesucc.org/sermons/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4hLE8sf9_UuZgsh48PxREA/featured
https://www.facebook.com/ChurchoftheApostlesLancaster
http://www.apostlesucc.com/sermons
mailto:office@apostlesucc.org
lighhousevoc.org
https://marymotherparish.org/
https://marymotherparish.org/
https://www.generalsynod.org/welcome-message/
https://www.generalsynod.org/welcome-message/
https://www.ucc.org/synods-virtual-pulpit-to-feature-national-local-global-perspectives/
https://www.ucc.org/synods-virtual-pulpit-to-feature-national-local-global-perspectives/
ucc.org

COUNCIL MEMBERS AND COMMISSION CHAIRS

President: Donna Carr
Ph: 717-475-5285
Email: skeetcarr@comcast.net

Vice President: Stephanie Moore
Ph: 717-330-8892
Email: smmoore331@gmail.com

Treasurer: Andy Smith
Ph: 717-615-1649
Email: andy.smith@bbandt.com

Secretary: Cathy Kenlin
Ph: 717-940-0364
Email: cmkenlin@comcast.net

Education Commission

(Meets the 2nd Monday at 6:30pm in April in Fel-
lowship Hall

Chair: Judy Waltman

Ph: 717-285-7395

Email: jlwaltman@comcast.net

Worship Commission

(Meets the 1st Monday of the month at 6:30pm in
the Narthex)

Chair: Bernie Fickes

Ph: 717-925-9155

Email: penguindiva@verizon.net

Parish Life Commission

(Meets the 2nd Monday of the month at 7pm on
Zoom.)

Chair: Clara Kosmela

Ph: 717-468-3492 « Email: j0li6291@yahoo.com

Property Commission

(Meets the 2nd Monday of the month at 7pm on
Zoom.)

Chair: Herb Forry

Ph: 717-201-7863 Email: heforry@comcast.net

Stewardship Commission

(Meets the 2nd Thursday of the month at 7pm in
the Narthex)

Chair: George Alspach

Ph: 717-201-2526 Email: galspach@aol.com

Outreach Commission

(Meets 2" Monday at 7pm every other month in
the Parlor.)

Chair: Jane McCartney

Ph: 717-392-4844

Email: spmccartney@comcast.net

Giving Report

E-Giving Continues to Grow

The ease of our e-giving option is evident in electronic contributions having nearly doubled from this time
last year. Plus contributions for memorials, special offerings, and out-of-state gifts are growing every
month. Now is a great time to check out e-giving! Discover the ease and versatility that has people continu-
ing to give electronically for all their faith-filled gifts to God’s ministry. Give at www.apostlesucc.org/qgive

April 2021 April 2020
Revenue 179,771.61 150,012.72
Operating Expenses 234,416.30 198,479.37
Revenue (54,644.69) (48,466.65)

In the Know...

2021 Garage Sale

| continue to be optimistic
that our Church Garage
sale will be able to be held
on Friday, September 24th
and Saturday, September
25th. Many helpers will be
needed Sept. 20th to Sept.
24th for sor ting, pricing,
and arranging so please
start thinking about how
many days you could help.
It seems far away, but
there is lots to do before it
happens — Clara
Kosmela.

Parish Life Book Club

The COA Bookclub will
meet in the Narthex on
June 8th at 2:00 pm to dis-
cuss The Alice Network by
Kate Quinn, July 13th ,we
will  discuss American
Duchess by Karen Harper.
On August 10th we will
discuss CASTE by Isabel
Wilkerson. John Lewis and
the Power of Hope by
John Meachum is our book
for Sept 14th. On October
12th we will discuss The
Residence by Kate Ander-
son Brower. Please con-
sider joining us whether
you have read the book or
not. Any questions, please
call Clara Kosmela at
(717) 569-9960.

Bottle Caps

The Green Team is col-
lecting bottle caps for a
project. Please save your
bottle caps and bring them
to church! (All sizes and
colors!) We will place a
collection box in the coat
room. Thank you!

Updates and Reminders

COVID and Re-Opening Task Force

The Re-opening Task Force has been monitoring the COVID cases in
the community as well as the PA Department of Heath announcements
about COVID restriction changes. At last check, the case positivity rate
was at 5.3% which is a good trend downward!! Effective 5/16/21 service,
we are discontinuing the temperature checks and COVID screening
questions for entry into inside services. We ask that masks continue to
be used, social distancing practiced and hands are sanitized frequently.
And of course, if you are ill, we ask that you stay home and take ad-
vantage of our on line service viewing options. We thank everyone for
their cooperation with all the COVID courtesy practices that helped us to
keep ALL our COA members safe. We will keep you up to date as things
gradually get back to normal. And, if anyone is still in need of assistance
in obtaining a COVID vaccine, please contact Donna Carr.

Many activities are resuming inside using the same precau-
tions. Weddings, funerals and other gatherings may be scheduled as
well. We do ask that the number of the attendees be within a guideline
of no more that 150 in the sanctuary or fellowship hall through the sum-
mer months. And as always, remember that we have a beautiful out-
door opportunity for gathering in Rader Park. Our bigger events of the
Garage Sale and the Bazaar are being scheduled with modifica-
tions. This is a work in progress and we thank you for your patience and
cooperation. Please direct any requests for reservations of rooms to of-
fice@apostlesucc.org. Any other questions should be directed to Donna
Carr (717-475-5285) or skeetcarr@comcast.net.

Outreach Committee

June is the month Church of the Apostles has a special offering for the
Lancaster Theological Seminary. You will find in your box an envelope
or you may contribute on-line or by check.

On Sunday, May 9th, our congregation was blessed to recognize two
members of our church, Jonathan Paredes and Beth Thompson, as
graduates of the Seminary.

The seminary has been affiliated with the United Church of Christ for
many years. It provides programs that help to nurture leaders from many
Christian backgrounds. Its outreach includes local and global communi-
ties of faith.

Lifetouch Directory Reminder

In June we will lose access to our mobile Lifetouch directory. It is our
plan to have our new data base, Realm, ready to provide a mobile direc-
tory for you by then. If you use the mobile directory on your phone,
search for the app Realm Connect wherever you get your apps and
download it so you are ready.


mailto:skeetcarr@comcast.net
mailto:andy.smith@bbandt.com
mailto:joli6291@yahoo.com
mailto:heforry@comcast.net
mailto:galspach@aol.com
mailto:spmccartney@comcast.net

Education & Family

M@ Apostles Preschool

Summer Camp

Apostles Community Preschool

717-392-5598 Children from Apostles Preschool will again be enjoying several weeks this sum-
1850 Marietta Ay

Lancaster, PA 17603 mer in the beauty of nature at Rader Park for the school’s annual summer camp
program. For four weeks this summer (June 1 — 25), the children will enjoy sto-
ries, songs, games, bikes, art projects, and nature walks. Once a week, Lisa Sanchez, naturalist from
the Lancaster County Park, will visit to do a nature program with the children. Water Day is held every
week, with swimming pools, “fishing”, sand, sprinklers, and water balloons! Our themes this summer are
based on the animals, fish, birds, reptiles, and insects that are found at the park. The Preschool is so
thankful to have such a beautiful setting as Rader Park to enjoy and appreciate the wonders of God’s
creation!

Announcements

Apostles Community Preschool celebrated our moms and dads through art, music, and stories. It
brought lots of smiles to everyone's heart! We had a wonderful year full of a lot of growth and love! We
look forward to seeing our Preschool families at summer camp!

Elmer Scholarship Winner

The Education Commission is pleased to announce Matthew Sweigart has been chosen to receive the
Elmer Scholarship. This scholarship is presented to a graduating high school student that is planning to
attend college. The award will be presented to Matt on May 30 at 9 am service.

Matthew is the son of Randy & Lisa Sweigart. He is graduating from g
Ephrata High School and plans to attend Penn State University, Bsa o
studying Mechanical Engineering. Matt chose this field of study be- Fi a8
cause he has “always enjoyed building things and figuring out how %

different types of machines and common household items actually
work and do what they are supposed to do.”

Matt is involved with Ephrata High School’s Robotics Club and In-
vestment Club. He enjoys playing team ice hockey. His hobbies in-
clude golf, video games and designing random things. At Apostles,
Matt participated in the youth choir, bell choir and making pies for the
bazaar. Please join us in congratulating Matt!

Church of the Apostles Nursey Room

The Church of the Apostles nursery room is open on Sunday morn-
ings. At this time, we do not have attendants. If you need to move
your child from worship, please feel free to use the nursery room.
You will need to stay with your child. The worship service can be
heard on 98.1 FM at 9 am. There is a radio in the room. During the
11 am service, turn on the speaker to listen.
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In loving Memory of
+ Andy Appel’s Parents
+ Ginny Godfrey’s son Dana

+ Bev Moran’s father Robert Kinderman

In Honor of

+ Bev Moran’s sister, Mary Pekala.

Wondering Where to Send
Articles for the Crown?

Please send articles for the June edition of the
Crown to Schuyler Nissly, the Administrative and
Communications coordinator by Tuesday June 15 at:
office@apostlesucc.org. Articles sent after the
deadline will not make it into the July edition of the

Crown so be prompt!
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| Our flowers are an integral part of our |
worship service. Not only providing a

| physical symbol of beauty during our |
worship, after the service they are given as

|l a symbol of love and caring to a member of
our community who is unable to be with us

I physically. The cost of our flowers and I
bulletins averages about $140 a week. Our
suggested contribution for sponsoring

| flowers and bulletins is $35; however, any |

I amount is welcomed and appreciated. I

| i you would like to sponsor flowers, please |

| fill out the form below and place it in the |

I offering plate or send it into the office. A I
thank-you letter will be sent following your

| sponsorship with directions for sending in |

| your donation. Thank you for your support |

| in this important ministry.

I Worship Commission

| would like to sponsor flowers on the
following date:

‘In honor of” or “In memory of”

Your name

Phone number

Please place this form in the church
office or an offering plate.
If you have any questions please
contact:
Jean Heidig 717- 394-8733
Wilma Klingler 717- 584 —6430

r—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_
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Wishing these perfect pairs
a perfectly happy day.

*90+ Birthdays

1 Teresa Clouser
1 Pamela Smith
2 Bill Parke
2 Darrell Schock
4 Tim Stirling
5 Debby Walburn 6/1 John & Gretchen Conrad
6 Rev. Les Helmeczi 6/3 Mike & Sharon Schaeffer
6 George Alspach 6/5 Ken Whittington & Karen Youtz
6 Patty Forry 6/6 C_had & Amy Berger
6 Stephanie Moore 6/7 Nils & Wenc.ie Stenmar:*
6 Patricia Moran 6/9 Larry & Judl’Fh Frgble
- 6/9 Jack & Cathie Oliphant **
6 Alexa Renee Neiderer 6/14 Joe & Cristina Bahling
[ Ann Berkow 6/14 Ann & Bill Parke
8 Violet Koehler 6/20 Chris & Brenna Bracken
8 Linda Mason 6/21 Harry & Dorothy George **
10 Clay Butzer * 6/21 Kerry & Kate Kendig
10 Barb Golden 6/21 John & Barbara Wylie **
11 Jared Bischoff 6/26 Grant & Joan Hansel **
. * 6/27 Jere & Joyce Baker
1; \I;\(l)ilurl:: I?Iirrr;sl‘er 6/27 Richard & Clara Schenke **
6/29 Chuck & Nancy Hungerford **

15 |Anthony Strohm 6/30 Geoff & Hannah Royer
16 Ann Parke o . .
18 Luke Bahling 50+ Anniversaries
19 Dorothy Beaner *
19 Joann Kerst Thank You
19 Joe Weidel Dear Members & Friends of Church of the Apostles,
19 Morgan Wilfong
22 David Smith Your kindness and generosity overwhelms me! You were
26 Dr. Walter Kreider * so thoughtful to respond to the call for a “Grandma Sprin-
27 Skeeter Carr kle” with the boo_ks. / have_two shg/ves in my living room

: now set up beside a rocking chair so that | am able to
27 Rev. Richard Fehnel * read to Carl. And with all the books, there were no dupli-
27 Chase Rampaul cates!
29 Karen Braun Thank you again!
29 Laura Bender Pastor Kuhn
29 Gail Noland
29 Mike Schaeffer

Upcoming
Events for
Families:

Nanny in the Manor
House
Saturday June 26th 7 pm
in the Sanctuary

Please join us to discov-
er more about the ex-
traordinary tale of the
person who is practically
perfect in every way!
Admission is free with
limited seating. To re-
serve your seat please
call (717) 278-7800.

Wacky Wednesdays!

June 30, July 7, 14, 21,
28 and August 4
10:00 AM -11:30 AM

We are back in person
this summer at Rader
Park! For more infor-
mation on this summer
reading program please
or email

Barnstormer’s Baseball
Outing for COA:
Friday, August 27 -
6:30 Clipper Magazine
Stadium

The theme is Willy Won-
ka Night and there will be
a Candy Drop for Kids! If
we have 20 going, tickets
will be $9.50

Please call the office and
give name, number go-
ing, and contact phone
number so we can see if
there is interest! Dead-

line for calling to reserve
is June 30th.

CELEBRATE

-
2

9 am in Rader Park

Join us as we
Celebrate
Green
Caring for
God's Creation

Sunday School for 3 years to 6th grade

Drop off your children before 9 am at Rader Park

Please pick up promptly after the

worship service.

Crafts

Children will experience the beauty of God's earth through

Games & Music
Puppet Shows
Environmental Experiments
Visits from Lisa Sanchez, Naturalist from Lancaster Co. Parks
and much mor(.e!L

Hartman Center Spirit Week

The week of August 8, Penn Central Conference will be hosting a spirit
week at Camp Mount Luther in Mifflinburg, PA! It will be a week of tradition-
al and new experiences and a chance for families to connect with old

friends and make new ones.

You are welcome to come for one day,
meals provided or bring your own food;
over each of the nights!

part of a day, or all week; eat all the
stay over for a few nights or stay

For more information and the registration form, download the brochure:
https://pccucc.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/HCSpiritbrochure2021.pdf

And, of course, | can't not remind you of the Conference's very generous
offer to pay 50% of each camper's registration (after any other church con-
tribution or discount). This is definitely an incentive not to be overlooked!

Please direct camp and registration questions to Alice Rauch
(alirauchO7@gmail.com) or Amelia Price (aashivers@gmail.com).

Summer-time at COA

Can you find this around the
church?

Have you met the new family in
Rader Park?


https://apostlesucc.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/2021-Wacky-Wednesday-Flyer-v3.pdf
mailto:hannahmengel@gmail.com
mailto:hannahmengel@gmail.com
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001BlNZ5AB6YDW9O9NsSLMhDqjyBjZs3WIWpi3aU8FMvj2k7vZsN1-FU39mVL7GxAQMfCUhmcStQ0t3twJjrnjJjM4Z7BOB5gw3Y8yPmHiAho9ztNQDU6HZrCntf-ay60n9ftDoxiqhRj41WPbgGfBC6LApdiqvdeOdb3mXVCHIPyqeR5zflPYEnm6TKMMFDLBjzZWY05nBLJ-h-xDxT4WxnQ==&c=lJDLdnGx
mailto:alirauch07@gmail.com
mailto:aashivers@gmail.com

Interested in
Donating?

Food Bank Needs:

green beans,
corn, peas, ap-
plesauce, pan-
cake mix, pancake
syrup, large grape
jam

Apostles Assis-
tance Needs:
dish liquid, laundry
detergent, wash
cloths, deodorant,
paper towels, toi-
let paper

Life Group
Learning
Opportunity

Our  long-standing
Life Group is having
a picnic gathering on
Sunday, June 27 at
1:00pm in Rader
Park. We have
met on a monthly
basis for over 30
years and have
found it to be an im-
portant spiritual life
and  support re-
source. We have
been anxious to
share what we have
gained with others in
our church. Please
consider joining us at
1:00 on this date and
bring a picnic
lunch. We can chat
while we are eat-
ing. Any questions,
please contact Don-
na Carr at 717-475-
5285.

Community Outreach

Apostles Caring Carts

Thank you for all of your donations to the Apostles Assistance Fund on Donation
Fridays when the church was in lockdown. The Caring Carts are back in place in
the Narthex. The small Cart will continue to collect donations of food, personal
care supplies, and home care supplies for the Assistance Fund. In the large cart
we will be collecting specific items for ABBA Christian School and Orphanage in
Kenya, Africa. Randy Leonard has volunteered in the school with a group and
speaks very highly of this school and its founders.

The Outreach Commission has donated funds twice to help support the school
and we would also like to donate items that these children desperately need. We
are asking for donations of children’s flip flops, jump ropes, rubber boots, pen-
cils, erasers, pencil sharpeners, socks, underwear (boys and girls), crayons, and
chalk. The children range in age from kindergarten to sixth grade. We will be col-
lecting these items until the end of June. Thank you!

Congregational Life

How A Webinar titled “How An Open and Affirming Covenant
Can Transform Your Church” Helped Me

By: Holly Kleimo

On April 21%, | attended the above webinar and | would like to share with you
some of what | gleaned from it. It was presented by Andy Lang, the executive di-
rector for the Open and Affirming Coalition, an independent non profit that works
with National UCC out of Cleveland Ohio. | found the presentation to be very in-
formative and Andy explained how to approach this topic in a way that would
strengthen, not divide the church. According to Andy, the beginning premise for
an open discussion should be based on Romans, Chapter 15, verses 5-7. These
verses follow: “May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to
live in such harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, that together
you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Wel-
come one another, therefore, as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.”

Andy discussed the concept that becoming Open and Affirming as a covenant
with God and is actually an act of praise. He also stressed the importance of this
being a written covenant because this makes the intention of the church clear. It
isn’t enough to just say we are a welcoming congregation made up of nice peo-
ple. The church needs to make a commitment in words that explains exactly what
the covenant entails. By doing this we would hold true to our vocation to restore
wholeness to the broken body of Christ. Such a covenant can be designed to
build relationship and unity within the church. This is also something that would
help to build membership within a congregation. He pointed out that Open and
Affirming Churches are growing faster than others because many millennial par-
ents with young children want their children to grow up to be accepting of all of
God’s children. They are not interested in churches that are not all-inclusive.

This webinar provided me with much food for thought. | believe we as a congre-
gation could benefit by prayerfully considering what Open and Affirming actually
means and whether or not it is a path we wish to follow. | made note of some re-
sources that were mentioned in the webinar. If you are interested, please feel
free to get in touch with me.

A MUSICAL NOTE

WITH LARS POTTEIGER

The warm weather is here, and it is great time of year to be out and about. | am grateful that we are able to
gather and spend time with friends and family more than we were during the early part of the pandemic. If
you are looking for something to do to get out and about, Church of the Apostles is hosting some perfor-
mances later in June.

Pianist Maria Corley will give a concert in our sanctuary as part of our Apostles Acade-
my Concert Series on 6/12 at 3pm. Ms. Corley is not only an accomplished pianist, she
is also an educator, voice actor, award-winning poet, and author. You can read more
about Ms. Corley on the web at mariacorley.com and find out more about her various
projects and performance dates.

Storyteller Bill Hager is performing a dramatic reading of his Mary Poppins inspired story, “The Nanny in
the Manor House.” This performance will take place on 6/26 at 7pm. Mr. Hager engages his audience in a
multimedia telling of this beloved story with a unique twist: the children that Mary Poppins cared for have
all grown up! This all ages performance will be held in our sanctuary. A freewill offering will be collected for
the Lancaster County Children’s Alliance in lieu of tickets for the performance this evening. One hundred
percent of the money collected will be donated to this charity to assist with their work in the Lancaster area.
Please email me at larsp@apostlesucc.org to place your reservation for this performance, as we have lim-
ited seating available and seating is disappearing quickly.

| have begun a weekly online music ministry series titled “Sounds for the Soul.” This series ~ _ »**"
features videos of music selections that will appear weekly on the church’s website and _ * ’
other media platforms, going live each Thursday at 3pm. Music speaks to us all in unique
and individual ways. Please feel free to share these videos with anyone that would enjoy
some music for their soul!

Sounds for the Soul

Blessings,

Team River Runner will be returning to Church of the Apostles from August 8-15, 2021. As in the past we
will be looking for volunteers to assist throughout the week. In collaboration with COA we have developed
creative and innovative ways for you to share your times and talents. We are looking for a wide range of
talents, anything from kitchen assistants, musical talents, to campfire attendants. Sign-up sheets will be
available in the Lobby starting June 6, 2021. In addition you will be able to register via Sign-Up Genius at
the following link:

https://www.signupgenius.com/qo/10C0C45ABAD28A5FFC70-team

NiOVE
JNITED

For more information contact Jennifer Eaton at
Jennifer.eaton@teamriverrunner.org or at 717-617-7549

TEAM RIVER RUNNER
HELPING OUR WOUNBED VETERANS
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https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0C45ABAD28A5FFC70-team

